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Welcome to MPC22 – I’m excited to meet with all of you in person at MPC: 
The Digital Commerce Event. 

As we celebrate our 12th anniversary, I’d like to thank MPC sponsors, 
exhibitors, speakers and attendees for sharing our journey. After two years of 
digital conferencing, we look forward to live networking and demos in our 
exhibit hall and real-time presentations on our main stage. 

The past two years have been a transformative time for fintechs, financial 
institutions, security and payments industry stakeholders. We have seen 
continued consolidation and innovation in our space. In the next 3 days, we 
will explore these topics with Industry leaders who are shaping next-
generation digital commerce as they share their insights in keynotes, panels 
and networking sessions. 

MPC22 will reprise popular favorites like U.S. Bank’s workshop and Aite-
Novarica Group’s digital wallet awards. This year’s theme, “The Currency of 
Change” is bound to provoke discussions and inspire us all. Be sure to visit 
our exhibitors and join our live presentations and networking. 

With our best years of Digital Commerce ahead of us, let’s all be part of The 
Currency of Change. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
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THE WESTIN ATLANTA PERIMETER NORTH

VENUE OVERVIEW

ABOUT
The Westin Atlanta Perimeter North
From the vibrant décor to the personalized service, you’re sure to love your stay at 
The Westin Atlanta Perimeter North. Just moments from our doorsteps, you’ll find 
popular destinations, such as the Perimeter Mall, Sandy Springs Performing Arts 
Center and Concourse at Landmark Center.

3

CONCOURSE LEVEL



mpcevent.com THE CURRENCY OF CHANGE

MONDAY, AUGUST 22

WORKSHOP: BUILD, CONNECT, INNOVATE: DIGITAL 
TRANSFORMATION (in three simple steps)
Sponsored by U.S. Bank

8-9am ET
BREAKFAST

9-11:50am ET
WORKSHOP: BUILD, CONNECT, INNOVATE: DIGITAL 
TRANSFORMATION (in three simple steps)
Sponsored by U.S. Bank

9-9:10am ET
WELCOME REMARKS
Speaker: Peter Gordon, Head of Emerging Money 
Movement & Business Digital Officer, U.S. Bank

9:10-9:55am ET
BUILD: THE NEW PAYMENTS ECOSYSTEM
Join Madison Donnini, Vice President, Working 
Capital Consultant, and Ken Gruber, Senior Vice 
President at U.S. Bank for an exciting, fresh look at 
the evolving payments landscape from an 
embedded perspective, and the real-time 
ecosystem of money movement partnerships that 
make it possible.
Speakers: Madison Donnini, Vice President, 
Working Capital Consultant, U.S. Bank; Ken Gruber, 
Sr. Vice President, National Embedded Payments, 
U.S. Bank

9:55-10:05am ET
BREAK

10:05-10:50am ET
CONNECT: PARTNERSHIP STRATEGIES FOR 
ACCOMPLISHING THE WIN-WIN-WIN
We know the customer is always right, but how 
should that inform the ways you’ll satisfy their 
expectations? Join Bryan Schneider, Head of 
FinTech Strategy & Partnerships at U.S. Bank, and a 
panel of leading payments industry experts for a 
discussion on the customer’s role in product and 
solution development and delivery, and how 
forming partnerships in finance and technology are 
more customer-minded than ever before.

AGENDA
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Moderator: Bryan Schneider, Head of FinTech 
Strategy & Partnerships, U.S. Bank
Panelists: Gunita Bindra, Vice President, 
Commercial Product Management, Bottomline 
Technologies; Gil Brodnitz, Chief Technology 
Officer, Financial Services, Microsoft; Jeff 
Struzenski, Sr. Vice President, Global Banking, 
Kyriba

10:50-11am ET
BREAK

11-11:45am ET
INNOVATE: THE PROOF OF PARTNERING & THE 
ELAVON SUCCESS STORY
Merchant acquisition has a long history of 
innovation and has produced some of the most 
leading-edge technological developments in the 
payments industry. Hear from Steven Velasquez, 
Head of Partner Business Development at Elavon, 
and a panel of PayFac experts, on how a reimagined 
partnership model drove enterprise-wide 
innovation and became a competitive game-
changer.
Moderator: Steven Velasquez, Head of Partner 
Business Development, Elavon
Panelists: Ken Gruber, Sr. Vice President, National 
Embedded Payments, U.S. Bank; Ashley Isenberg, 
Vice President, Sales, Finix; Rafael Rossi, Vice 
President & Head of Payment Facilitator NA, Visa

11:45-11:50am ET
CLOSING REMARKS
Speaker: Peter Gordon, Head of Emerging Money 
Movement & Business Digital Officer, U.S. Bank

11:50am-1:05pm ET
LUNCH BREAK
(on own)
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MONDAY, AUGUST 22

BANKING TRACK
1:05-1:20pm ET
WELCOME REMARKS
Speaker: Will Hernandez, Media Strategist, BackBay
Communications

1:20-5:55pm ET
BANKING TRACK

1:20-1:40pm ET
KEYNOTE: NLP TECHNOLOGIES & APPLICATIONS IN 
DIGITAL ECONOMY
The goal of natural language processing (NLP) is to 
help computer to “understand” human languages. 
In the age of digital economy, many NLP 
technologies are driven by data and knowledges, 
including linguistic data, business data as well as 
domain knowledges. In digital economy platforms 
such as the Alibaba ecosystem, these data and 
knowledges are generated, processed and utilized 
to train machine learning models and systems for 
various applications such as information extraction, 
title rewriting, question answer, dialogue system 
and translation, etc.. Overall, the progress in NLP 
technologies, accumulation of data and 
knowledges, as well as powerful computing 
platforms, make it easy to do business anywhere.
Speaker: Dr. Fei Huang, Sr. Director & Principal 
Research Scientist, Alibaba DAMO Academy

1:40-2:15pm ET
PANEL: ENABLING THE FUTURE OF FINANCE
Sponsored by Galileo
The North American market is being shaped by the 
following trends: (1) Modernization of Payments 
infrastructure; (2) Digitization of Commerce; and (3) 
Reinvention of Banking: Proliferation of Data and 
Increase in Cybercrime. This session will explore 
how industry leaders can enable a broader array of 
payment flows to improve efficiencies and drive 
competition and innovation.
Moderator: Michelle Beyo, CEO, FINAVATOR Inc.
Panelists: Ginger Schmeltzer, Principal, Mastercard; 
Doug Woolridge, Vice President, Financial Services, 
North America, EPAM Systems

AGENDA
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2:15-2:55pm ET
BREAK
Sponsored by Galileo

2:55-3:15pm ET
KEYNOTE: OPTIMIZING THE VALUE OF FINTECH 
PARTNERSHIPS
Sponsored by Ankura
FinTech partnerships have become increasingly 
important for banks and others across the financial 
services sector. But are FinTech partnerships really 
delivering? There is growing evidence that many of 
these partnerships are not performing or creating 
value as expected. This session will cover the role 
and nature of FinTech partnerships, challenges they 
typically face, and practical approaches for 
optimizing the value of FinTech partnerships going 
forward.
Speaker: Allen Kent Merrill, Sr. Managing Director, 
Ankura Consulting Group

3:15-3:50pm ET
PANEL: UPDATE ON CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL 
CURRENCY
Central Bank Digital Currency has received a lot of 
press lately, but what is it and what roll can it play 
in the payments sphere? What can we learn from 
other countries and what is the U.S. stance? This 
session provides a context for a Central Bank Digital 
currency with experts from the United States and 
abroad.
Moderator: Brett Mecum, President, Cadmus Public 
Affairs, LLC
Panelists: Craig Borysowich, Director, Enterprise 
Architecture, Payments Canada; Peter Tapling, 
Managing Director, PTap Advisory LLC

3:50-4:25pm ET
PANEL: THE POWER OF MINORITY TRANSACTIONS
Minority-owned banks and credit unions are key 
contributors to local economies. This educational 
session will explore best practices when entering 
the minority-owned marketplace and extending 
equitable access to underserved markets.
Moderator: Damon Kirk, Founder & CEO, Obsidian 
Banking
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MONDAY, AUGUST 22

BANKING TRACK

Panelists: Gail Burgos, CEO & Founder, Burgos 
Consulting LLC; Board of Directors Member, Went; 
Rashedia Mayhane, Founder, Greenchips; Quincy 
McKnight, CEO, Covenant Pay Partners

4:25-4:45pm ET
KEYNOTE: THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN FINTECH
The only constant in any industry is change, but it’s 
particularly applicable to payments. Understanding 
how the industry is changing is vital to future-
proofing your organization. In this session, we’ll 
discuss key principles of what will make up the 
future of fintech.
Payments are backbone of fintech. Key principles of 
people-focused payments:
Pain-free Payments: Customer expectations of ease 
continue to rise. If things aren’t easy, people 
abandon quickly. How seamless is payments…really
Payments with Purpose: Let’s redefine the word 
“payments.” Payment = money + data. They must 
be connected. One w/o the other doesn’t work.
Pliable Payments: Money has changed in form over 
the years…yet we still have most forms. Which 
wins? It shouldn’t matter to most businesses.
Protected Payments: While technology continues to 
push payments forward, the one constant in 
payments is trust.
Payments with Partners: Gone are the days where 
one company can do it alone. Payments is an 
ecosystem and that’s even more true today.
When you put all these together, you get “unified 
payments”; that’s the future of fintech
Speaker: Barry McCarthy, President & CEO, Deluxe

4:45-5:20pm ET
KEYNOTE: WHY ESG IS FUNDAMENTAL TO 
BLOCKCHAIN & THE FUTURE OF PAYMENTS
Data provides specificity for ESG by driving 
informed decision making and sustainable, 
transparent and accountable best practices. This 
session will explore the role of ESG in next-
generation, decentralized business models and 
assess regulatory frameworks and respective roles 
of blockchain, cryptocurrencies, CBDCs, DeFI and 
the Metaverse in the global payments ecosystem.

AGENDA

6

Speaker: Nitin Gaur, Digital Assets & Technology 
Design, State Street Bank

5:20-5:55pm ET
PANEL: PAYMENT PROGRESS: BETTER WAYS TO 
PAY
The payments landscape is changing, from the 
propagation of 5G on mobile devices, to smarter, 
faster, modernized payment options. What does 
the payment future hold for business and consumer 
customers, from a user experience perspective? Is 
faster necessarily better? Will payment security, 
privacy, and convenience provide transactors with 
the confidence and protections to finally make 
frictionless payments a reality? This panel of 
payment experts will look at various payment 
options with their visions for creating better ways 
to way. Attendees will learn about the latest 
advancement in payments, along with what 
transactors can expect in the years to come.
Moderator: Greg Wilfahrt, Chief Mobility & 
Marketing Officer, AP Technology
Panelists: Elizabeth McQuerry, Glenbrook Partners; 
Robert Skiba, Exec. Vice President, Government 
Relations & Emerging Technologies, InComm
Payments; Stewart Watterson, Strategic Analyst, 
Aite-Novarica Group

5:55-6:10pm ET
VISIONARY AWARD PRESENTATION
The MPC Visionary Award recognizes ingenuity in the 
financial technology industry that represents a leap 
forward or reimagination of the payments process. 
Winners are among the few that can be legitimately 
described as “game-changers.” Come see who the 
MPC22 Visionary Award winner is at this year’s MPC 
Digital Commerce Event.
Host: Dale Laszig, Payments Industry Journalist, DSL 
Direct

6:10-7:30pm ET
HAPPY HOUR RECEPTION – EXPO HALL OPEN
Co-sponsored by U.S. Bank and MMT Magazine Online
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PAYMENTS TRACK

AGENDA
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7-8am ET
NETWORKING BREAKFAST – EXHIBITS OPEN
Sponsored by Wnet and MMT Magazine Online

8-8:10am ET
WELCOME REMARKS
Host: Dr. Angela Murphy, Vice President, Business 
Development, Photon Commerce

8:10am-5pm ET
PAYMENTS TRACK

8:10-8:30am ET
KEYNOTE: OPTIMIZING FOR MOBILE PAYMENTS
Sponsored by Heartland
Mobile phones and tablets are increasingly being 
used by buyers and sellers alike. Discover successful 
tactics for optimizing the payment experience on 
mobile devices.
Speaker: Shane Logsdon, Director, Product 
Management, Heartland

8:30-8:50am ET
KEYNOTE: THE SECRET WEAPON: FIGHTING OFF 
FINTECHS WITH DIGITAL BILL PAY
Sponsored by Aliaswire
Fintechs are relentlessly launching products 
designed to replace or break apart a bank’s 
traditional accounts receivable offering. Without 
digital payment capabilities, banks are sitting 
targets for fintechs who can provide these services 
with greater efficiency and lower cost.
Speaker: Jed Rice, CEO, Aliaswire

8:50-9:25am ET
PANEL: HOW IMPORTANT IS A POS & WHAT ARE 
THE OPTIONS? FROM POINT OF SALE TO POINTS 
OF INTERACTION
Modern POS systems enable merchants to manage 
multiple business priorities beyond just payment 
processing. This session will share tips on leveraging 
cloud-based next-generation POS systems to 
control costs, reduce friction, mitigate risk and 
improve productivity and customer experience.
Moderator: David Lott, Payments Risk Expert, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Panelists: Allen Kopelman, CEO, Nationwide 
Payment Systems; Heather Mlachnik, Sr. Vice 
President, Acquiring & ISO Sales, PAX Technology 
Inc.; Ali Raza, Director, Protiviti

9:25-10am ET
PANEL: BUILDING FREIGHT FINTECH: DISRUPTING 
PAYMENTS IN THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY
Slow payments create major roadblocks for trucking 
owner-operators, many of whom are dealing with 
cash flow challenges, driver shortages, and supply 
chain issues. The solution: fintechs can drive faster 
payments, greater fuel card functionality, tailored 
rewards, and increased cash flow. Industry leaders 
discuss how to embed payments and tailor 
solutions to drivers’ needs, tackle cash flow issues 
in logistics, and accelerate payments for carriers 
and trucking companies.
Moderator: John Kingston, Editor at Large, Market 
Expert, FreightWaves
Panelists: Atif Siddiqi, CEO, Branch; Luis Silva, Vice 
President, Digital Partnerships, Mastercard; Jerry 
Tolochko, Strategy & Planning, Uber Freight



mpcevent.com THE CURRENCY OF CHANGE

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22

PAYMENTS TRACK
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11:30am-12:25pm ET
PANEL: DEFI PAYMENTS – WHAT EVERYONE 
NEEDS TO KNOW NOW
Decentralized finance (DeFi), which is based on 
blockchain technology, leverages stable coins, 
which are gaining acceptance and regulatory 
approval. DeFi products and services allow 
consumers to make direct payments to merchants 
and billers without bank or payment card network 
facilitators. This session will review available 
technology, products and services and the 
regulatory landscape, addressing key issues such as 
whether lack of anonymity will hurt DeFi adoption 
and the current state of stable coin participation by 
major FIs and federal and state regulation.
Moderator: Linda Odom, Partner, K&L Gates
Panelists: Robert E Daniel, FinTech Catalyst, 
Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC); 
Jeff Gapusan, Vice President, Strategy, Legible; Dan 
Nunez Cohen, Sr. Policy & Regulatory Counsel, 
Crypto.com

12:25-1:15pm ET
NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK – EXHIBITS OPEN
Sponsored by U.S. Bank

1:15-1:35pm ET
KEYNOTE: WHAT DO CONSUMERS HATE ABOUT 
PAYMENTS?
Sponsored by GoCart
Join us as we discuss how to end payment friction, 
which payment experiences prevent customers 
from buying, and which ones make them come back 
for more.
Speaker: Nick Hughes, Head of Growth, GoCart

1:35-2:30pm ET
PANEL: WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR 
PAYMENTS
What opportunities do crypto and metaverse 
present for greater modality for digital commerce?
Moderator: Nitin Gaur, Digital Assets & Technology 
Design, State Street Bank

10-10:35am ET
NETWORKING BREAK – EXHIBITS OPEN
Sponsored by Heartland

10:35-10:55am ET
KEYNOTE: THE POWER OF EMBEDDED REAL-TIME 
PAYMENTS
Sponsored by U.S. Bank
Embedded real-time payments allows companies, 
regardless of industry, to partner with banks to 
offer real-time payment services directly to their 
clients, deepening relationships, improving loyalty, 
value and monetization by removing extra layers 
needed to complete a transaction. Join this session 
to discover the power of simple, flexible, and 
tailored embedded real-time payments.
Speaker: Peter Gordon, Head of Emerging Money 
Movement & Business Digital Officer, U.S. Bank

10:55-11:30am ET
PANEL: MAKING MOBILE THE HOME OF 
TOUCHLESS PAYMENTS
This session explores growth in mobile payments in 
the US, including the role of superapps, NFC, QR 
codes, and faster payments. Hear an expert panel 
from the world of payments and fintech, including 
the US Payments Forum, discuss the drivers, 
barriers, use cases and future of mobile payments.
Moderator: Greg Wilfahrt, Chief Mobility & 
Marketing Officer, AP Technology
Panelists: Deborah J Baxley, Co-Chair, Mobile & 
Touchless Payments Working Committee, US 
Payments Forum, and Partner, PayGility Advisors; 
Travis Dulaney, President, Timeis; Jessica 
Washington, Assistant Vice President, Payments 
Research & Outreach, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta
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4:10-4:45pm ET
PANEL: THE RISE OF DIGITAL COMPENSATION
With declining cash usage and rising contact-free 
payment methods, companies are evaluating new 
options for attracting and paying high-quality 
workers. This session will explore how companies 
are innovating their payroll and payouts in response 
to current economic trends, from COVID to gig 
workers, and why these new forms of digital 
compensation are the future.
Moderator: Alex Cooper, Sr. Vice President, Sales, 
Ingo Money Inc.
Panelists: Travis Dulaney, President, Timeis; Brian 
Hassan, Co-CEO, Kickfin

4:45-5:20pm ET
PANEL: NAVIGATING THE BNPL JOURNEY
Sponsored by Digital Transactions
Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL) offerings, traditionally 
used in brick-and-mortar settings, tend to focus on 
the merchant/acquiring side but must expand and 
evolve in a digital direction, guided by merchant-
agnostic mobile wallets. The session will explore the 
history of BNPL, the current post-pandemic 
payments environment and emerging domestic and 
international trends. Specific emphasis will be paid 
to global BNPL adoption and various 
implementations around the world.
Moderator: John Stewart, Editor, Digital 
Transactions
Panelists: Darren Beyer, Co-founder, Chief Product 
& Strategy Officer, Qolo; Tim Harris, CEO, FuturePay
Holdings Inc.;  Ryan Tuttle, Sr. Consultant, 
Euromonitor International

Panelists: Russel Moore, Director, Corporate 
Strategy & Development, Global Payments Inc.; 
Ryan Rugg, Partner, Head of Blockchain for 
Americas, IBM; Rajesh Venkatraman, Global Head, 
Vice President, WW Payments, Diebold Nixdorf

2:30-3:05pm ET
PANEL: LOYALTY IS THE NEW, DEMOCRATIZED 
CURRENCY
This session will explore digital money technology 
as a way to mint, store, and use money and create 
your very own customer value chain. By 
incentivizing customers to pay non-customers with 
loyalty money, your customers can recruit new 
customers, who can perpetuate the value chain.
Moderator: Larry Berlin, Founder, Blue Point 
Advisory Services
Panelists: Chelsea King, Channel Development 
Manager, Valutec; Gideon Samid, Chief Technology 
Officer, BitMint, LLC

3:05-3:50pm ET
NETWORKING BREAK – EXHIBITS OPEN
Sponsored by GoCart

3:50-4:10pm ET
KEYNOTE: FROM SHARE OF WALLET TO SHARE OF 
LIFE: DECONSTRUCTING THE FINTECH FLYWHEEL
Banks everywhere are trying to re-invent 
themselves to compete more effectively with 
fintechs and others seeking to disintermediate 
them from their customers. They know data and 
partnerships are important, but despite millions 
spent cleaning up data and lots of fanfare about 
partnerships, these efforts rarely achieve desired 
results. This talk explores how leading fintechs have 
used data to create a customer experience flywheel 
and provides a framework for product and 
partnership strategies to change the game.
Speaker: Amy Young, Industry Digital Strategist, 
Microsoft
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Panelists: Louis Armitage, CEO, Armitage 
Accounting/Crypto Consultants; Michael Douglas, 
Global Legal Law Firm; Edward A Marshall, Partner, 
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

9:25-10am ET
PANEL: CNP FRAUD, FALSE DECLINES & ATOS
This presentation highlights new approaches to 
data-driven security solutions based on encryption 
and tokenization that leverage quantum 
randomness and Post Quantum Cryptography 
(PQC).
Participants will share insights and use cases.
Moderator: Henry Yu, President, HK Association of 
Atlantic; Chairman, National U.S. HK Business 
Association
Panelists: Andrew Deignan, Chief Marketing 
Officer, MagTek; Mansour Aaron Karimzadeh, 
President & COO, Vality Corporation; Ruihua Louise 
Liu, Co-founder, CB Payments Inc.

10-10:20am ET
NETWORKING BREAK – EXHIBITS OPEN

10:20-10:35am ET
KEYNOTE: THE EVOLUTION OF DATA BREACHES –
AND WHAT IT MEANS TO OMNICHANNEL 
COMMERCE
2013 marked the beginning of high-profile malware 
attacks against retailers that catapulted the term 
“data breach” into the mainstream. Hackers have 
expanded threat vectors to include ransomware, 
phishing and e-skimming, while moving beyond the 
point-of-sale into Ecommerce and targeting 
healthcare, critical infrastructure, and more. Data 
breach damages are only rising, with IBM reporting 
the average cost of a breach increasing 12.7% from 
$3.86M in 2020 to $4.35M in 2022. Bluefin founder 
Ruston Miles will discuss the evolution of data 
breaches and their threat to the omnichannel 
acceptance environment, with an overview of key 
findings from IBM’s 2022 Cost of a Data Breach 
report and breach prevention and mitigation.
Speaker: Ruston Miles, Founder, Bluefin

7:30-8:20am ET
NETWORKING BREAKFAST – EXHIBITS OPEN
Sponsored by MMT Magazine Online

8:20-8:30am ET
WELCOME REMARKS
Speaker: David Wilford, Chief Compliance Officer, 
Global Primex

8:30-11:40am ET
FRAUD, RISK, SECURITY & COMPLIANCE TRACK

8:30-8:50am ET
KEYNOTE: FRAUD ALWAYS FOLLOWS THE MONEY
Sponsored by Kount, an Equifax Company
Consumers not only want new, creative, and 
convenient options to purchase goods and services, 
they demand it. They also expect a secure, 
personalized, and engaging omnichannel 
experience on all their devices. While merchants 
and e-commerce businesses rush to meet those 
demands, fraudsters opportunistically attack 
vulnerabilities within online shopping sites or take 
advantage of outdated purchase and return 
practices. Join this session to hear how AI and ML-
driven technology can proactively detect and 
prevent digital fraud while delivering the right data 
and insights to help identify consumers, assess risk, 
enhance engagement, and grow revenue 
opportunities throughout the customer journey.
Speaker: Casey Zenner, Vice President, Global Sales, 
Kount, an Equifax Co.

8:50-9:25am ET
PANEL: LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS IN CRYPTO 
PAYMENTS
The session will cover legal developments in 
cryptocurrencies, highlighting emerging 
regulations, industry trends, and opportunities and 
pitfalls.
Moderator: James Huber, Partner, Global Legal Law 
Firm
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11:40am-12:15pm ET
DIGITAL WALLET AWARDS PRESENTATION
Presented by Aite Novarica Group
Aite-Novarica Group’s Impact Awards for Digital 
Wallets are designed to recognize and celebrate 
innovation achieved by digital wallet providers who 
are changing the way that commerce is done. Award 
recipients will be industry leaders that identify and 
implement new products, capabilities, and levels of 
automation and effectiveness that remove friction 
and add value to the consumer and merchant 
commerce experience. They are the pathfinders in 
the digital payment space.
Moderator: Stewart Watterson, Strategic Advisory, 
Aite-Novarica Group

10:35-11:05am ET
PANEL: MOVING THE NEEDLE: THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SPONSORSHIP
Sponsored by Wnet
Focus on the importance of sponsorship, the impact 
it has on the industry and women and minorities 
advancing.
Moderator: Audrey Blackmon, General Manager, 
Strategic Partnerships, BHG Financial; Executive 
Board Member, Wnet
Panelists: Gail Burgos, CEO & Founder, Burgos 
Consulting LLC; Board of Directors Member, Went; 
Polly Van Duser, Vice President, Talent Acquisition, 
One Inc.; Executive Board Member, Wnet

11:05-11:40am ET
PANEL: BEYOND PASSWORDS & PANS: THE NEW 
FRONTIER OF IDENTITY MANAGEMENT & FRAUD-
FREE COMMERCE, POWERED BY ANONYMOUS 
BIOMETRICS
Identity management experts will discuss 
anonymous biometrics and its transformative 
potential for providing merchants, issuers and 
acquirers with secure, fraud-free online commerce 
without compromising customer convenience or 
privacy. Panelists will share how stronger 
authentication will help merchants replace 
passwords, card numbers, PINs or OTPs with 
anonymous biometrics-based multi-factor 
authentication to create more secure ways to login, 
check-in, transact and checkout.
Moderator: Marianne Crowe, Vice President, 
Secure Payments
Panelists: Christina Hulka, Executive Director & 
COO, FIDO Alliance; Deepak Jain, Founder & CEO, 
Wink; Jeremiah Mason, Sr. Vice President, Product 
Management, authID
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Nitin Gaur
Digital Assets & Technology Design, State Street Bank
Nitin Gaur, managing director of Digital Asset and Technology Design at State Street Digital, is 
transitioning the company’s clients and financial market infrastructure to the digital economy. As 
founder and director of IBM Digital Asset Labs – Nitin devised industry standards and use cases, 
working towards making blockchain a reality. He also served as CTO of IBM World Wire, a digital 
asset-based cross border payment solution. Nitin holds an MS degree in management information 
systems and MBA in finance from the University of Maryland. As a recognized IBM Distinguished 
Engineer and Master Inventor, Nitin has a rich patent portfolio.

Peter Gordon
Head of Emerging Money Movement & Business Digital Officer, U.S. Bank
Peter Gordon, Head of Emerging Money Movement at U.S. Bank, leads emerging money movement 
strategy and development, including Zelle and real-time payments (RTP). With over 30 years in 
global financial services, including Brazil, EU, India, and UK markets, Gordon held leadership roles at 
PayFi, Mastercard, Santander, RBS Citizens, eCom Advisors and First Commons Bank. At FIS, Gordon 
was founder and GM of PayNet, the first U.S.-based real-time global payment network. Gordon also 
served on Federal Reserve Faster Payments Task Force steering committee. Gordon, a Syracuse 
University graduate, earned an MBA from the Olin Graduate School of Business at Babson College.

Dr. Fei Huang
Sr. Director & Principal Research Scientist, Language Technology Laboratory of Alibaba DAMO 
Academy
Dr. Fei Huang, Senior Director and Principal Research Scientist at the Language Technology 
Laboratory of Alibaba DAMO Academy, leads R&D in fundamental and applied natural language 
processing. His team developed the largest Chinese pre-trained language model AliceMind-PLUG, 
machine reading comprehension (MRC) and visual question answering (VQA) systems that 
outperformed humans. Before joining DAMO Academy, Dr. Huang was senior researcher at IBM 
Watson and Facebook AI, leading development of automatic translation systems serving 2 billion 
users. He has published 60+ articles, holds 20+ Chinese and American patents, and served as senior 
area chair of ACL, EMNLP, AACL and other NLP conferences.

Nick Hughes
Head of Growth, GoCart
Nick Hughes has an extensive background in payments, e-commerce and SMB software, making 
him the perfect person to lead GoCart’s growth. He cares about client and consumer experience 
and has a proven track record of establishing thriving partnerships.

SPEAKERS
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Shane Logsdon
Director, Product Management, Heartland
Shane Logsdon leads product development for Heartland's Developer Experience. Over the past 
eight years, he's helped improve the integration experience to Heartland's payments platform for 
both internal and external developers by exposing Software Developer Kits (SDKs), documentation, 
and ready-to-use integrations, all aimed at simplifying the development process for new payment 
solutions.

Barry McCarthy
President & CEO, Deluxe
Since 2018, Barry C. McCarthy has served as Deluxe Corporation President and CEO and as a board 
member. Prior to joining Deluxe, he spent 14 years at First Data Corporation, serving in senior 
executive positions where he led a $1.5 billion publicly reported business segment. He is an 
accomplished executive and financial technology leader, with an extensive track record of 
developing and building tech-driven solutions for financial institutions, small businesses and more.

Allen Kent Merrill
Sr. Managing Director, Ankura Consulting Group
Allen K. Merrill is Senior Managing Director in the New York-based Joint Ventures and Partnerships 
practice, and has more than 30 years of experience in financial, payments, retail, and healthcare 
sectors, with expertise spanning strategy development, operational performance improvement, 
business restructuring, go-to-market model design, organizational effectiveness, joint venture and 
partnership structuring, and post-merger integration. Previously, Allen was Senior Executive and 
Head of Global Payments Advisory at Mastercard, and President of a mobile payments start-up. 
Having served in leadership roles at global management consulting firms, Allen has lived and 
worked in Europe, Latin America, and Asia and speaks Spanish, German and Japanese.

Jed Rice

CEO, Aliaswire

Jed Rice is the CEO of Aliaswire, a provider of bill payment and credit solutions for businesses and 

banks. He has more than 20 years of experience building, managing and leading innovation in the 

fintech space. His background includes PayPal/Venmo where he spent several years leading a 

global innovation team, and Paydiant, an early innovator in mobile payments that was acquired by 

PayPal. Earlier in his career he led initiatives in mobile commerce at Skyhook Wireless and 

electronic bill presentment and payment at edocs/Oracle.
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Amy Young
Industry Digital Strategist, Microsoft
Amy Young is an Industry Digital Strategist at Microsoft, where her mandate is to help the firm’s 
largest financial services clients imagine the art of the possible from digital transformation. She 
focuses most on Sustainability, Wealth and Asset Management. She has a 30-year career spanning 
equity research, corporate strategy and management consulting across the financial services, retail 
and energy industries. Amy holds an MBA from the Rotman School of Management, a BA in English 
from University of Toronto and is a CFA Charterholder.  

Casey Zenner

VP, Global Sales, Kount, an Equifax Co.

Casey, VP of Global Sales at Kount, an Equifax Company, leads teams in Boise and London and is 

focused on growing Kount and Equifax’s global footprint. A 12-year software sales veteran who has 

held a variety of roles at Kount, Casey focuses on revenue growth and strategic partnerships. While 

leadership is his passion, Casey enjoys working with his team to solve complex identity and fraud 

business challenges that merchants face daily. When not working, you can find Casey enjoying a 

round of golf with his friends or spending quality time with his wife Lina and two kids Nick and 

Alex.
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Lou Armitage

Financial Analyst, Crypto-Consultant.io

Lou Armitage has spent nearly two decades helping businesses of all sizes achieve their financial 

goals. From conception to seed funding, growth strategy to expansion financing, he can help at any 

stage of development. He excels in financial statement analysis – both for operations guidance and 

acquisition consideration. Regardless of what stage your project is in, Lou can help bring clarity to 

your financial picture.
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Deborah J Baxley
Co-Chair, Mobile & Touchless Payments Working Committee, US Payments Forum, and Partner, 
PayGility Advisors
Deborah Baxley, international mobile/cards payment consultant, is a recognized expert on growth 
strategies with 20+ years consulting for clients Capgemini, IBM and other global financial services 
firms. Through her work in fifteen countries, she has advised issuers, acquirers, networks and 
processors on product direction and competitive positioning, delivering millions of dollars in new 
revenue or operating cost savings. She is founder, PayGility Advisors, a strategic advisory, co-chair, 
US Payments Forum Mobile and Contactless Payments Working Committee, founding member and 
Board of Directors, US Faster Payments Council, and co-founder and Treasurer, NYPAY, New York’s 
premier professional networking organization for payments professionals.

Larry Berlin
Founder, Blue Point Advisory Services
Larry Berlin is founder and principal at Blue Point Advisory Services, a boutique consulting firm 
specializing in fundraising, strategy, marketing, board relations, accounting and finance. Vertical 
areas include card processing, bank software, financial and consumer products, cloud services, 
government services and food related products. Larry has been a mentor/coach in the University 
of Chicago’s New Venture Challenge at the Booth School of Business since 2017,  helping 30 
student teams each year build businesses and gain funding from the venture community. Larry 
serves on multiple boards and charitable institutions and earned his bachelor’s and MBA degrees 
from the University of Chicago. 

Darren Beyer
Co-founder, Chief Product & Strategy Officer, Qolo
Darren Beyer is a founder and Chief Product and Strategy Officer for Qolo, the B2B payments hub 
for the new economy. A hands-on executive with vast experience in multiple facets of the mobile 
and payments industry, Beyer has designed and delivered high-impact technical systems, products 
and applications throughout his entire career. Prior to Qolo, Beyer was a founder of multiple start 
ups,and has led payments and fintech efforts for industry leaders such as FIS, Blackhawk Network 
and PayActiv. He was a NASA Space Shuttle engineer and is also an accomplished science fiction 
and non-fiction author.
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Michelle Beyo
CEO, FINAVATOR Inc.
Michelle is the CEO & founder of FINAVATOR an award winning FinTech and Payments 
consultancy. She is a strategic advisor, Money 20/20 Rise Up alumni, Women in Payments Global 
Council Member, Membership Chair at CPPO (Canadian Prepaid Providers Organization), Payment 
Advisor at NCFA (National Crowdfunding and FinTech Association of Canada), and Board Member 
at OBIC (Open Banking Initiative of Canada). Passionate about payments & financial inclusion, 
Michelle started Finavator. Her background in Payments, Blockchain, Digital Identity, and Open 
Banking nurtures her passion for technology. She has 20 years of extensive industry experience 
driving innovation across the retail and payments industry.

Gunita Bindra
VP, Commercial Product Management, Bottomline Technologies
Gunita Bindra is the VP of Commercial Product for the Paymode-X suite of invoice and payment 
solutions, and a product and growth leader for Bottomline. With 12+ years' experience leading 
teams in developing and executing strategic products and partnerships for evolving business 
needs, Gunita leads Paymode-X as the solution seeks to meet and exceed the market's needs and 
transform customer AP functions through enhanced automation, security, and efficiency.

Audrey Blackmon
General Manager, Strategic Partnerships, BHG Financial
Audrey Blackmon is a 30-year financial service veteran that has held strategic roles at First Data, 
Vantiv, WorldPay and others. For the past 10+ years, she has led business development and go-to-
market strategy for several startups. As the General Manager-Strategic Partnerships at BHG 
Financial, Audrey leads the development of a new division at a leading lender. Audrey serves on 
the Executive Board member of Women Network in Electronic Transactions (WNET) and an Advisor 
for Money 2020 RiseUp Academy. She is one of the founders of Southeast Acquirers’ Association 
(SEAA) and serves as a Senior Level Advisor to several startups.

Craig Borysowich
Director, Enterprise Architecture, Payments Canada
Craig is the Director of Enterprise Architecture at Payments Canada and has been a technologist in 
the industry for over 30 years in the development of large scale systems for public and private 
sector organizations. He provides thought leadership on the future of payments, economics and 
money.
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Gil Brodnitz
Chief Technology Officer, Financial Services, Microsoft
Gil J. Brodnitz is Chief Technology officer at Microsoft US Financial Services and Industry Advisor for 
the company’s Banking and Payments business, where he supports US client teams by developing 
new offerings and go-to-market campaigns. He has more than 30 years of experience as an 
executive and a trusted advisor/consultant to the world’s leading financial, commercial and 
governmental institutions, focusing on shaping business and IT strategy for digital transformation.  
Gil holds a BA degree in Economics from Wesleyan University, and an MBA from 
Wharton/University of Pennsylvania.  Gil lives in Takoma Park, MD with his wife Colleen and their 
two border terriers.  

Gail Burgos
CEO & Founder, Burgos Consulting LLC
Dr. Gail Burgos is former Senior Diversity and Inclusion Officer for TSYS and SVP, Diversity Equity 
Inclusion at 1st Sentry. Upon retiring after 25 years with TSYS, Gail launched the Burgos Consulting 
Group, Inc. Prior to retirement, Gail led Global Payments’ efforts to continue to build its inclusion 
and diversity efforts across the company. She previously served as the senior advisor to the chief 
information officer, supporting all business lines and aspects of the information technology 
business at legacy TSYS. During her tenure, she brought a wealth of knowledge and experience for 
the company's customers and to the payment industry.

Alex Cooper
SVP, Sales, Ingo Money Inc.
Alex is a business development executive with decades of experience helping companies deliver 
innovative, impactful financial technology solutions to clients and consumers. Prior to Ingo, Alex 
held sales leadership roles at TabaPay, Infinicept and Worldpay and has an advisory role at MoCaFi. 
Alex is also a serial entrepreneur, having co-founded and sold three startups, including two Inc. 500 
startups. In his spare time, Alex coaches entrepreneurs and is an eight-time Ironman triathlete.

Marianne Crowe
Vice President, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston
Marianne Crowe is a senior payments executive at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, with over 
20 years in operations, business development, research and emerging payments. An expert in 
payments industry trends, mobile/digital payments and security, she led the Mobile Payments 
Industry Workgroup (MPIW) for 10 years and currently serves as Vice President in the Secure 
Payments Innovation and Research group, which focuses on industry analysis and applied research 
on remote payment authentication and digital identity. She also co-chairs the Fed’s Payment 
Standards Leadership Team and is a U.S. Payments Forum member. Marianne received an MBA 
degree from Babson College.a
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Robert E Daniel
FinTech Catalyst, Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC)
Robert manages ATDC’s FinTech program, providing acceleration and growth opportunities to 
portfolio companies. He also manages ATDC relationships with investors, prospective business 
partners, CEOs, and community technology leaders. An accomplished executive in financial 
services, management consulting, hedge funds, payment operations, wealth management, and 
FinTech, Robert previously facilitated peer-to-peer sessions with leading companies in the banking, 
payments, and FinTech space to uncover best practices in their operations, compliance, risk, and 
fraud units. Robert received his Bachelor of Science in Management at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and is an MBA candidate at Tech's Scheller College of Business for the class of 2022.

Andrew Deignan
Chief Marketing Officer, MagTek
Andy Deignan is MagTek’s Global Vice President of Marketing and Strategy and joined MagTek in 
January 2004 after having held a role with MagTek Express, an independent sales and technology 
integration arm of MagTek in the financial business unit. While at MagTek Express, Andy gained an 
extensive knowledge of systems for card issuance and PIN selection and actively helped to develop 
the Card Genie and IntelliCAT Systems. Since joining MagTek, Andy has focused his efforts on new 
technologies, industry mandates, and federal laws. Andy is a graduate of Villanova University with 
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.

Madison Donnini
VP, Working Capital Consultant, U.S. Bank
Madison Donnini is a vice president and working capital consultant in Global Treasury Management 
at U.S. Bank. Madison helps clients optimize t accounts payable and accounts receivable processes 
and enable innovative digital solutions. In addition to working closely with clients, Madison 
partners with innovation and product teams across U.S. Bank to ensure solution offerings are 
meeting the evolving needs of clients. Madison has several years of experience consulting on 
targeted technology application, both in a previous role on a U.S. Bank innovation team and at 
IBM. Based in Atlanta, Madison has a bachelor’s degree in marketing from the University of 
Cincinnati.

Michael Douglas
Sr. Associate, Global Legal Law Firm
Michael is an experienced litigator and outside counsel for large, multi-national corporations. 
Michael specializes in payments, fintech and banking litigation and is on the cutting-edge of legal 
issues surrounding emerging markets in cryptocurrency, NFTs and gaming. Throughout his career, 
Michael has litigated complex civil matters in state and federal courts across the West Coast. He is 
counsel of record in favorable published decisions in the California Court of Appeal and Ninth 
Circuit. Michael has successfully defended and prosecuted matters for his clients in complex, high-
dollar-value litigation ascending up to and including the California Supreme Court.
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Travis Dulaney
President, Timeis
Travis Dulaney is Founding Member of Timeis.io, a proof-of-concept firm that helps companies 
achieve faster payments while meeting regulatory compliance, and former Founder and CEO of 
PayFi, a payment processor connecting community banks to real time payments schemes, 
successfully exited in September 2020. At FIS, Travis served as SVP and General Manager, 
Government Services, and VP Product Development of the company’s eFunds Systems. Travis has 
over 25 years of financial services experience, ranging from product design to Six Sigma process 
engineering, a background that informs his broad expertise in corporate functions, including 
payments, processing, and banking specializations in vertical markets.

Jeff Gapusan
Vice President, Strategy, Ledgible
Jeff leads strategic initiatives at Atlanta-based Ledgible, a cryptocurrency-focused FinTech. He is a 
seasoned FinTech and Financial Services operating executive who has delivered high-value results 
in enterprise and early-stage firms. Jeff led the FinTech program at Georgia Tech’s ATDC, where he 
managed a portfolio of 40 early-stage FinTech startups. He continues to advise early-stage and 
growth companies around the world and is a Contributor for Forbes Fintech. 

Ken Gruber
Sr. Vice President, National Embedded Payments, U.S. Bank
Ken Gruber is the national leader for the U.S. Bank Embedded Payments Consulting team focused 
on building partnerships in the money movement space. With deep experience ranging from 
domestic to international and small business to large corporates, Ken has successfully developed, 
sold and implemented solutions such as image cash letter, consolidated payables, Real Time 
Payments, Zelle, swap programs, trust preferred stock programs, and more. He has led formal 
partnerships for multiple solutions, including supply chain finance and turned underperforming 
teams into top performers by developing inclusive cultures focused on employees, clients, 
shareholders and the betterment of communities they serve.

Tim Harris
CEO, FuturePay Holdings Inc.
Tim Harris is the CEO of FuturePay Holdings Inc., provider of MyTab™ - a digital revolving credit 
platform for e-commerce merchants and their customers. He is a seasoned technology executive 
and entrepreneur with an exemplary record of leading US and international sales, business 
development, and product management operations for start-up through highly visible businesses 
and public companies. Previous roles include CEO at Make Your Deal; VP of International 
Operations at Blue Pumpkin Software (acquired by Verint); Director of International Sales for Siebel 
Systems (acquired by Oracle); and Senior Product Manager for Lotus Development Corporation 
(acquired by IBM).
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Brian Hassan
Co-CEO, Kickfin
Brian Hassan is the co-founder and co-CEO of Kickfin, the leading gratuity management platform. 
Hospitality teams across the country use Kickfin to send real-time, cashless tip payouts directly to 
their employees' bank of choice. With Kickfin, employers can establish fully compliant tipping 
programs that improve hiring efforts, reduce the risk of theft and human error, and provide 100% 
cash flow visibility — all while fostering the financial wellbeing of their workforce.

Will Hernandez
Media Strategist, BackBay Communications
Will Hernandez is a Media Strategist in the Financial Technology group at BackBay Communications 
in Boston. Prior to joining BackBay, Will covered the banking, fintech, and payments industries for 
12 years, most recently as a technology reporter at American Banker. He also served as the editor 
for Mobile Payments Today for almost five years. Will graduated from St. John’s University in New 
York City with a B.S. in Journalism. Will started his 20-year journalism career as a sportswriter for a 
small newspaper in Eastern Connecticut
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James Huber

Attorney, Global Legal Law Firm

James Cannon Huber, a recognized payments industry and crypto marketplace attorney since 

2008, has applied his legal focus to online and electronic payment processing, from contract 

formation, drafting and advisement to ongoing compliance leadership, helping clients navigate 

complex payments litigation at the highest level. With expertise in all aspects of digital payments, 

and assets, James has identified areas of overlap between the crypto landscape and the traditional 

payments and provides expert advice on cross-chain options, oracles, bi-lateral swap contracts to 

off-chain services including roll ups and inter-ledger protocols, helping turn web2 and web3 visions 

to reality, providing exemplary counsel.

Christina Hulka

Executive Director & COO, FIDO Alliance

Christina currently serves as FIDO Alliance’s Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer. In this 

role, she is Chair of the Board and oversees the day to day operations of the alliance, as well as 

FIDO’s industry partnership program. Prior to joining FIDO, she spent 18 years in financial services, 

focusing on the implementation and interoperability of EMV and contactless technologies. 

Christina is based in the US on the West Coast and holds a Bachelor Degree in Languages and 

Business from Oxford Brookes University.

Ashley Isenberg

Director of Business Development, Finix

Ashley Isenberg is a passionate payment professional with nearly 20 years of experience. She cut 

her teeth in the industry as an ISO operator within the ATM and Merchant Acquiring space for 

Worldpay, FirstData, Columbus Data, and others. After building a national presence, she decided to 

focus her expertise on business development, strategy, and revenue generation. She led Business 

Development and Enterprise Sales for Payrix, a payment facilitator located in Brooklyn, before 

joining Finix, where she is VP of Sales, leading strategy for growing Finix as a payment facilitator.

Deepak Jain

Founder and CEO, Wink

Deepak Jain has built transformational businesses and products in the NFC payments, neobanking, 

blockchain and cross border payment spaces, resulting in multiple successful exits. His most recent 

venture, Wink, is a biometric identity and payments authentication platform using advanced face, 

voice and device recognition with AI and machine learning to eliminate identity theft and 

payments fraud in e-commerce transactions. He holds 50+ patents with more pending in payment 

and security technologies. Deepak’s passion and experience in Fintech, payments, blockchain, IOT 

and AI make him a respected thought leader, angel investor and mentor to other startups.
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Mansour Aaron Karimzadeh
President & COO, Vality Corporation
Executive for over 30 years providing systems and services for payment systems, card 
technologies, payment security applications and mobile devices. Specialist in current cryptography 
systems, Quantum Computing attack mitigation techniques. Serial entrepreneur, creating, 
commercializing new technologies prior to their acquisitions. His digital currency company was 
acquired by ACI Worldwide. Holder of two technology patents. 

Chelsea King
Channel Development Manager, Valutec
Chelsea King is Channel Development Manager at Valutec, where she nurtures current partner 
relationships and seeks business development opportunities. Prior to Valutec, she served on the 
gift team at Worldpay, an FIS brand, where she was responsible for boarding merchants and 
educating partners on relationship building and lead development. The 2014 Purdue University 
graduate also managed marketing at Ezic, a private label gateway specializing in Card Not Present 
transactions.

John Kingston
Editor at Large, Market Expert, FreightWaves
John Kingston is Editor-at-Large for FreightWaves, the largest online news source for trucking, 
freight and logistics sectors. Specialties include labor law and relations, supply chain technology, 
and financial reporting. Prior to FreightWaves, he served more than 32 years at McGraw Hill/S&P 
Global, filling numerous roles at Platts, an oil industry energy news and pricing service. Throughout 
his tenure at Platts, he was a frequent oil market commentator on CNBC, Fox Business and other 
media outlets and formed a task force to help S&P Global steer its way into the blockchain world. 
He is a graduate of Washington & Lee University.

Damon Kirk
Founder & CEO, Obsidian Banking
Damon Kirk: Born in Detroit, Damon is an Air Force veteran, father of two beautiful children Aiden 
6, and Aspen 5.In the Air Force Damon split his time between being Vice President of the Airman’s 
Council and supporting deployments for the now Schriever Space Force Base. Damon attended the 
University of Michigan: Dearborn, Harvard: Extension School studying Statistics after separating 
the military and holds over a dozen certifications from Dale Carnegie.
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Allen Kopelman
CEO, Nationwide Payment Systems
Allen cofounded Nationwide Payment Systems Inc. in 2001, providing concierge-style credit card 
processing and equipment to merchants. The company quickly grew nationally, adding products 
and banking partnerships and becoming laser-focused on technology. As a serial entrepreneur 
from a family of business owners, Allen first learned about business by working behind the cash 
registers at his father’s Miami clothing stores. In 2021, he launched the B2B Vault – The Payment 
Technology Podcast, where he educates merchants, drawing from his experiences as a payments 
industry consultant, master chef at hotels and country clubs and former owner of a restaurant and 
catering company. 

Dale Laszig
DSL Direct
Dale S. Laszig established DSL Direct LLC in 2007, a payments industry consultancy focused on 
technology trends and content development, after working for merchant acquirers and OEMs and 
seeing a need to educate stakeholders on compliance, best practices and emerging technologies. 
Her clients include advertising agencies, ISOs, technology providers and The Green Sheet, a trade 
publication. Laszig serves on the Electronic Transactions Association’s  newly created Cybersecurity 
Committee, established in August 2022, and has formerly volunteered at ETA, U.S. Payments 
Forum and the Northeast chapter of Wnet. She is a SUNY University alumna with a MS in 
management from Argosy University.  

Ruihua Louise Liu
CEO, CB Payments Inc. 
Dr. Ruihua Liu founded CB Payments Inc. in 2018 after earning a Ph.D. in Engineering from Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and completing a Postdoc in Biostatistics at Yale University.  Ruihua is an 
expert in data science and has published more than 10 papers. In the field of data science, Ruihua
has developed leading theories in computational models for key drivers’ identification, resulting in 
2 billion revenues for the 3-year-old CB Payments, alongside technological impact. She was listed 
as Top 60 Outstanding Chinese in North America 2021 by Forbes China.

David Lott
Payments Risk Expert, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Dave Lott, a retail payments expert with the Retail Payments Risk Forum of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Atlanta, has more than 40 years of retail banking and payments experience. At the Retail 
Payments Risk Forum, Dave assists payments stakeholders in researching emerging and existing 
payment systems, products and risk mitigation strategies, with a focus on customer, transaction 
and data security issues. With expertise in card and payment technologies, including ATMs, 
ecommerce and call center delivery channels, Dave participates in several inter-agency and intra-
Federal Reserve System working groups and has  recently helped the ANSI X9A team develop a 
technical review paper on CNP fraud.
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Edward A Marshall
Partner, Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Ed is a partner at the Atlanta office of Arnall Golden Gregory, where he serves as co-chair of the 
Litigation & Dispute Resolution practice and co-chair of the Payment Systems industry team. Ed has 
a national practice litigating complex business disputes, with an emphasis on controversies 
involving the payment systems industry. Given his immersion in the industry, he is frequently 
called upon to offer transactional and regulatory guidance to merchant acquirers.

Jeremiah Mason
SVP, Product Management, authID
Jeremiah Mason is an experienced product leader in the security, data protection, and identity and 
access management sectors. As authID’s Senior Vice President of Product, he is responsible for 
authID’s product vision, strategy, and direction of authID’s Identity as a Service (IDaaS) solutions, 
including its flagship technology, Verified. Prior to joining authID, Jeremiah held positions at 
Beyond Identity, Imprivata, and Dell EMC. Jeremiah graduated from Wentworth Institute of 
Technology with a B.S. in Computer Networking and Information Systems. He also earned a 
Certificate in Disruptive Strategy from Harvard Business School.

Rashedia Mayhane
Founder, Greenchips
Rashedia Mayhane, an entrepreneur and financial professional, has held key leadership roles for 
world-leading for-profit and nonprofit organizations, including Wells Fargo, Morgan Stanley, and 
Operation Hope. In 2019 she founded the company GREENCHIPS, a company committed to 
lowering stress and expanding economic opportunity for women and increasing diversity in the 
financial industry through career readiness and financial education programs that create upward 
economic mobility. Leveraging her professional and personal experiences of overcoming financial 
obstacles, building a successful career and thriving as an entrepreneur, she is now dedicating her 
life to inspiring others to go after their wildest dreams.

Quincy J McKnight
CEO, Covenant Pay
Quincy J. McKnight is a payments industry veteran, serial entrepreneur, and accomplished 
dealmaker. As a Black founder in FinTech, he is dedicated to returning equity to merchants and 
merchant services. As CEO of Covenant Pay, he leads innovation and never shies away from a 
challenge, especially when it comes to serving his community, clients, and partners. He currently 
serves on the board of the Entrepreneurship & Innovation Council at the Beacon Center of 
Tennessee, and volunteers around Nashville, where both he and Covenant Pay were born and 
raised.
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Elizabeth McQuerry
Glenbrook Partners
Elizabeth McQuerry is a global payments consultant with a decade of applied experience in 
developing cross-border financial services and product strategy. This experience includes 
consumer and retail products (international ACH, remittances, mobile, and B2B) as well as SWIFT. 
Elizabeth was a key contributor in collaborative efforts to standardize cross-border payments 
including the creation of the International Payments Framework and  NACHA ‘s International ACH 
Transaction. She was Assistant Vice President in the Federal Reserve Retail Payments Office (2002-
2011) and Senior Vice President at Micro Finance International Corporation (2011-2012). Elizabeth 
has a Ph.D. in Government from the University of Texas at Austin.

Brett Mecum
President, Cadmus Public Affairs, LLC
Brett Mecum, a government relations professional, is president of Cadmus Public Affairs, LLC, a 
Phoenix-based lobbying firm, and principal at Intrepid Global Strategies, a political consulting firm. 
Mecum has served as Deputy Chief of Staff to Arizona Speaker of the House David Gowan, Federal 
and Legislative Liaison to Arizona State Attorney General Tom Horne, and Executive Director and 
Political Director of the Arizona Republican Party. He has also worked for New York Governor 
George Pataki and U.S. Congressman Bill Paxon. Mecum, a SUNY Albany graduate, was named a 
2011 Phoenix Business Journal Forty-under-40 and Best Man in Arizona’s Finest benefiting the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

Laura Menken
VP of Product, Zelle, Early Warning
Laura Menken is the head of product for Zelle at Early Warning, now officially the largest P2P 
payments platform in the country. Laura has an extensive background in payments from her years 
at Apple, American Express, and Acorns. At American Express, she worked on debit cards for the 
unbanked and led the development and execution of the Apple Card. Most recently with Acorns, 
she worked to encourage and educate more consumers to save money. In her role at Early 
Warning, she is responsible for the vision, strategy and execution of the Zelle product to align with 
customer needs.

Ruston Miles
Founder, Advisor, Bluefin
Ruston Miles founded Bluefin and also serves as the company’s chief cybersecurity advisor. Ruston 
brings over 20 years of payment and security experience, having architected Bluefin’s payment 
gateway and PCI-validated point-to-point encryption (P2PE) solutions, as well as contributing to the 
innovation of the company’s tokenization solutions. Ruston is a national speaker on cyber and 
payment security topics and was featured in more than 12 publications in 2020, including Forbes, 
TechCrunch, ZDNet, PaymentsSource and Yahoo! Ruston is a PCI Professional (PCIP), Certified 
Payment Professional (CPP), Certified Internet Business Strategist (CIBS), and an active participant 
with the PCI Security Standards Council (SSC).
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Heather Mlachnik
Sr. Vice President, Acquiring & ISO Sales, PAX Technology Inc.
Heather Mlachnik, a payments industry veteran, is SVP of Acquiring and ISO Sales at PAX, where 
she oversees a team of Sales, Account Managers and Sales Engineers. Prior to PAX, Heather was 
VP, Major Accounts at both Verifone and Hypercom and also worked at Apriva and US Wireless 
Data (TNS). Her financial services career began in 1990 with Norwest Card Services (Wells Fargo) 
before joining Deluxe Electronic Payments (Deluxe Data, eFunds, Fiserv), where she was promoted 
to Manager of Client Services after a year. Heather graduated from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, with a bachelor’s degree in Communications.

Russell Moore
Director of Corporate Strategy & Development, Global Payments Inc.
Russell Moore has been in product design, development, and innovation for 15-plus years. He 
currently serves as director of corporate strategy and development at Global Payments and advisor 
for the Technology Association of Georgia and multiple financial institutions. Whether at home on 
his Alabama farm discovering new ways to use crypto with his wife and two tech-savvy girls or 
experimenting in an innovation lab, he’s constantly searching for 4th and 5th wave technologies 
like metaverse, web 3.0, digital assets, IoT, machine learning, M2Mpayments, blockchain, AI, and 
quantum computing to empower the rising three billion with seamless access to the financial 
ecosystem.

Dr. Angela Murphy
VP, Business Development, Photon Commerce
Angela Murphy, PhD, is a thought leader in B2B payments, fintech, credit cards, partnerships, and 
innovation strategy. She commercialized one of the largest closed-loop card products and invoicing 
networks in the US and currently works at the intersection of strategy and insight in the payments 
industry. Her background in eCommerce and solutions integration informs her expertise on digital 
commerce and payments innovation. Angela regularly provides guest lectures and webinars for the 
University of Berkeley and consulting firms around the world and is a Founding Fellow of Coruzant
Technologies. Her thought leadership has been featured on PCN, MPC and Versatile PhD.

Dan Nuñez Cohen
Sr. Policy & Regulatory Counsel, Crypto.com
Dan is Senior Policy and Regulatory Counsel for Crypto.com, advising on public policy and 
regulatory affairs for Crypto.com’s North America operations. Previously, Dan was an associate at 
K&L Gates, where he advised and advocated for clients at the intersection of federal policy and 
compliance, focusing on financial services issues affecting depository institutions, trust companies, 
and money services businesses—including digital asset exchanges. Dan has experience assisting 
with bank charters and money transmitter licenses, and counseling clients on federal banking and 
trust company laws. He is a graduate of Rice University and the University of Virginia School of Law.
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Linda Odom
Partner, K&L Gates
Linda Odom, Partner at K&L Gates LLP, is a technology and regulatory attorney representing banks, 
payments, fintech and cryptocurrency companies. Odom has handled complex national and global 
agreements for payments companies, banks, fintechs, retailers, program managers, processors, 
crypto exchanges and other cryptocurrency providers. She has helped numerous emerging and 
traditional payments and fintech companies structure their payments products and services to 
maximize revenue, minimize their regulatory footprint, and reduce fraud losses. She also helps 
merchants with their processor, acquiring bank and payment card network relationships. She is a 
frequent speaker on emerging payments and fintech, cryptocurrency and cannabis payments 
issues.

Ali Raza
Director, Protiviti
Ali Raza is a senior card and payments consultant with experience in leading major projects at Big 
Four and boutique consultancies. He has helped modernize payments business, most recently in 
the Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL) sector. Clients have included global payments companies, leading 
banks, international payments networks, merchants, e-commerce companies, fintech companies, 
and investment firms. Ali is active in the payments, fintech, and startup community and supports 
FinTech Atlanta as co-lead of the Innovation workgroup. Previously he served as a member on the 
Federal Reserve’s Faster Payments Task Force. Ali holds a BA in Economics from Reed College.

Rafael Rossi
Vice President & Head of Payment Facilitator NA, Visa
Rafael is VP and Head of Payment Facilitator at Visa North America, where he leads strategy and 
business development for emerging payment facilitators in order to drive growth and evolution of 
the payment ecosystem. Prior to that, he was Head of Acceptance for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, where he led and executed the Acceptance Strategy towards a significant 
transformation in the markets, by expanding the acceptance footprint, enabling key verticals, and 
modernizing infrastructure across the region. With more than 20 years in Payments, he held 
positions in Marketing, Business Development and Products in Brazil, Central America, and the 
Caribbean.

Ryan Rugg
Partner, Head of Blockchain for America's, IBM
Ryan Rugg leads IBM’s (NYSE: IBM) Blockchain service business for the Americas and is former 
Global Head of Industry at R3, which she joined in 2016 as Head of North America and was 
promoted to Global Head of Insurance in 2017, where she partnered with ACORD to launch the 
Center of Excellence for Insurers and Reinsurers. She also served as Executive Director at Morgan 
Stanley (NYSE: MS), worked in Fixed Income at JPMorgan Chase & Co. and began her technology 
career at Lehman Brothers in 2002. Rugg serves on the board at Delwinds, chairs 501(c)(3) Harvest 
Home, and graduated from George Washington University.

SPEAKERS

27



mpcevent.com THE CURRENCY OF CHANGE

GENERAL SPEAKERS

Gideon Samid, PhD, Prof.
Chief Technology Officer, BitMint, LLC
Prof. Gideon Samid, PhD, is the developer of the "Innovation Solution Protocol" -- an innovation 
engine, with prime application to cyber payment and cyber security. Awarded nearly three dozens 
patents, Gideon leads BitMint, LLC to financial solutions that blend the best of crypto and the best 
of legacy payment; advanced AI, quantum technology, and multiverse. Gideon's systems have been 
built and operated in the financial industry. His LeVeL coin technology, and his BitMint financial 
language are serious candidates for CBDC, IoT, and off-line digital payments. Gideon teaches, 
writes, and guides on an international basis.

Ginger Schmeltzer
Principal, Mastercard
Ginger Schmeltzer is a Principal with Data and Services group in Mastercard Advisors. In this role 
she supports Mastercard issuers in optimizing and growing their debit and credit portfolios. Prior 
to joining Mastercard, Ginger was a strategic advisor for Aite Group’s Retail Banking & Payments 
practice covering Buy Now Pay Later along with a broad range of other emerging payments. 
Recognized as a payments and digital banking expert, Ginger has over 20 years experience 
including senior roles at Truist, Fiserv, and consultancy Edgar, Dunn & Company.

Bryan Schneider
Product Head, FinTech Strategy & Partnerships, U.S. Bank
Bryan Schneider, Product Head for Fintech Strategy & Partnerships, is responsible for U.S. Bank’s 
Global Treasury Management fintech product strategy and partnerships, and delivering on the 
vision and promise of embedded finance. His 20+ year career includes advising and leading global 
fintechs and global financial institutions, including FIS and Yodlee – Envestnet, U.S. Bank, Citibank 
and HSBC. Bryan has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and a Bachelor of Science in 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry from the University of Tennessee. Away from the office, he 
enjoys spending time with family and friends, big wall rock climbing, snow skiing, yoga and 
mountain biking.

Atif Siddiqi
Founder & CEO, Branch
Atif Siddiqi is the founder and CEO of Branch, the workforce payments platform that helps 
businesses accelerate payments and empower working Americans. Businesses turn to Branch for a 
more cost-effective, faster way to pay employees and reduce the costs of paper checks and 
paycards. Workers that sign up with Branch can receive a zero-fee bank account, free instant 
access to earned wages, rewards, and personal finance tools to help them manage their cash flow 
between paychecks. Branch partners with some of the nation’s leading payroll and workforce 
technologies to support companies in trucking/logistics, manufacturing, retail, restaurant, and 
healthcare.
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Luis G Silva
VP of Digital Partnerships, Mastercard
Luis Silva is vice president of Digital Partnerships at Mastercard. In his role, Luis leads Mastercard’s 
relationships with Crypto and Digital Assets, SMB and Commercial Fintechs, Creator economy, and 
Fintech enablers. Since joining Mastercard in 2016, Luis has driven innovation for the company and 
industry by developing effective go-to-market strategies for Mastercard’s products and services in 
North America that are shaping the future of commerce. Prior to joining Mastercard, Luis held 
positions at Cogniance, Accenture, and co-founded startups in Venezuela. Luis holds an MBA from 
Babson College and a bachelor’s in Production Engineering from Universidad Simón Bolívar in 
Caracas, Venezuela.

Robert Skiba
Exec. VP, Government Relations & Emerging Technologies, InComm Payments
Robert Skiba, EVP - Regulatory and Government Affairs, at InComm, Inc., where he formerly served 
as  EVP – General Manager of Financial Services, Loyalty and Business to Business Incentive 
Products and Programs. Prior InComm, Skiba served as President and General Manager at several 
divisions of Ceridian and held senior financial positions at major retailers, including The Gap, The 
Home Depot Inc.; the Mall Store Group; Sears; Barney's New York; and Saks Fifth Avenue. Mr. 
Skiba chairs the Innovative Payments Association and is a Board Member of the Georgia-based 
American Transaction Processing Coalition. Skiba received a MBA from the J.L. Kellogg School of 
Management, Northwestern University.

John Stewart
Editor, Digital Transactions
A veteran journalist, John Stewart has covered the electronic payments business since 1985, 
starting with newsletters that covered the then burgeoning market for debit card payments. Later, 
he edited Credit Card Management magazine, one of the first monthly magazines to cover the 
payment card business in depth. In 2003, he and a CCM colleague, Bob Jenisch co-founded Boland 
Hill Media LLC, which is the publisher of the monthly Digital Transactions magazine and the daily 
newsletter Digital Transactions News, He is chief editor of both publications.

Jeff Struzenski
Sr. Vice President, Global Banking, Kyriba
Ken Gruber, national leader for the U.S. Bank Embedded Payments Consulting team, is experienced 
in small business to large corporates and every industry vertical, from domestic and international 
perspectives. Having successfully developed, sold and implemented image cash letter, 
consolidated payables, Real Time Payments, Zelle, swap programs, trust preferred stock programs, 
and many others, he has led formal partnerships for multiple solutions, including supply chain 
finance. Ken’s leadership has turned underperforming teams into top performers in their 
organizations by developing an inclusive culture focused on employees, clients, shareholders and 
the betterment of the communities where they work.
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Peter Tapling
Managing Director, Ptap Advisory LLC
Peter Tapling is a serial entrepreneur, advisor, and investor. Peter’s advisory efforts are focused on 
innovation and modernization of payments – including risk, authentication/identity, 
cryptocurrencies and CBDC. He advises Nacha on their Phixius effort. Peter acted as CCO for Spring 
Labs, CRO for Early Warning Services during the market launch of Zelle and founding CEO of 
Authentify. Peter is a member of the Board Advisory Group for the U.S. Faster Payments Council, a 
member of the Association for Financial Professionals and is an Accredited Payments Risk 
Professional.

Jerry Tolochko
Strategy & Planning, Uber Freight
Jerry Tolochko works on the Strategy and Planning team at Uber Freight, which connects carriers 
to the right loads and shippers to nationwide capacity. He leads Uber Freight’s efforts to deliver 
innovative financial services to trucking companies around the world. Jerry brings a range of 
international experience from his time with Leonie in Bogota, Colombia, and as an analyst with 
Strategic Social in both Washington, DC and Baghdad, Iraq. Jerry lives in Atlanta, GA with his wife 
and 3 children, and enjoys leatherworking and camping in his limited free time.

Ryan Tuttle
Senior Consultant, Euromonitor Intl'
Ryan Tuttle, services and payments consultant at Euromonitor International, focuses on global 
trends in cards, payments and lending. His interests center on evolving payment technology.  Since 
joining Euromonitor in 2014, Ryan has presented to multiple financial companies and spoken at 
industry events, such as the Bank Customer Experience Summit and Payments Summit. His insights 
have been quoted and published in various publications, including the Chicago Tribune, CNBC, 
MarketWatch and The Paypers. Ryan holds a Master of Public Policy from Oregon State University 
in Corvallis, Oregon and a Bachelor of Arts from Gonzaga University in Spokane, Washington.

Polly Van Duser
Executieve Board Member, Wnet
Polly has more than 20 years in Talent Acquisition for major enterprises, including Bank of America 
Merchant Services, Heartland Payments Systems and WorldPay. She has led Women’s Leadership 
Networks and is on the Board of Directors for Wnet (Women's Network in Electronic Transactions). 
Her passion for championing women is reflected by her coaching and mentoring at women’s 
organizations and at church. Polly has a Bachelor’s in Journalism from Georgia State University and 
a Senior Professional Human Resources (SPHR) certification. She is host and producer of the Stories 
Connect People podcast (www.storiesconnectpeople.com) where she spotlights people making the 
world a better place.
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Steven Velasquez
SVP & Head of Partner Business Development, Elavon
Mr. Velazquez leads the Partner Business Development team and revenue oversight of the Partner 
Channel to ensure future growth with the signing of new MSPs/ISOs/Payment Facilitators/Referral 
Partners/ISVs/Agents. Steven has more than 15 years’ experience in the payments industry. Prior 
to Elavon, his focus was on managing independent sales offices, direct sales reps, and independent 
contractors targeted specifically to the restaurant and hospitality industry. Steven has a BA in 
Business Management and a MSBA with an emphasis on Entrepreneurship from San Diego State 
University.

Rajesh Venkatraman
Global Head, Vice President, WW Payments, Diebold Nixdorf
A seasoned Executive with 20+ years in financial services/banking sector experience, 

Venkatraman is a proven business leader in the FinTech space. At Diebold Nixdorf, he is 
responsible for helping clients modernize their payments platforms with innovative cloud-based 
technologies, to drive next-gen capabilities for a very critical function and growth area for 
banks/financial institutions/service providers globally. 

Jessica Washington
AVP, Payments Research & Outreach, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Jessica J. Washington is assistant vice president and director of payments research and outreach 
with the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. In this role, Jessica is a recognized thought leader 
through her collaboration with industry participants, such as financial institutions, fintechs, 
regulators, law enforcement, the legal community, and others in the Federal Reserve System. She 
regularly convenes and speaks to payments industry stakeholders to discuss trends in payments 
and to promote the mitigation of payments risks. Jessica shares her research through blogs, 
papers, presentations and hosting forums.

Stewart Watterson
Strategic Analyst, Aite-Novarica Group
Stewart Watterson, strategic advisor at Aite-Novarica Group’s Retail Banking & Payments practice, 
brings 30 years of consumer banking experience from former roles at Chase, NationalCity, and 
PNC. After 20 years of supporting and managing product P&Ls, Stewart transitioned into digital 
banking technology, managing EMV migrations, mobile wallet integrations, and leading-edge 
mobile banking feature development. As trusted voice within the payments and digital banking 
industry, Stewart consults with fintech companies, bringing a practitioner’s perspective, practical 
advice and applicable strategies. Stewart holds a B.A. in Public Administration from Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, and graduated from the VISA BankCard Management School.
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Greg Wilfahrt
Chief Mobility & Marketing Officer, AP Technology
Greg Wilfahrt is the Chief Mobility and Marketing Officer at AP Technology. He has been immersed 
in the marketing of mobility and technology for 25+ years. Greg started and managed six start-ups, 
including a wireless communications company with nearly 60 million users, achieving mobile billing 
integration with wireless carriers in 187 countries. Author of the “Global Mobile Consumers Bill of 
Rights,” and co-author of AP Technology’s “Mobile Payments Bill of Rights,” Greg Wilfahrt’s
commentaries on mobility, marketing, payments, content distribution, and technology have 
appeared on/in CNBC Europe, FOX News, BBC, NY Times, Forbes, Businessweek, and other 
international news outlets.

David Wilford
Chief Legal & Compliance Officer, Global Primex LLC
David Wilford brings over a decade of financial services experience as a general counsel and chief 
compliance officer who led legal and operational functions for start-ups, publicly-listed and 
privately held companies. David has resolved complex cross-border payments and business issues 
worldwide, including the United States where he works with federal financial services regulators 
such as FinCEN, the CFPB, and the OCC; state money transmitter regulators; nationally charted 
issuing banks; acquirers; and third-party payment providers. As Chief Compliance Officer, David is 
dedicated to ensuring that Global Primex maintains its hard-earned reputation for best-in-class 
Anti-Money Laundering, Know Your Customer, and Merchant Due Diligence processes.

Doug Woolridge
VP, Financial Services, North America, EPAM Systems Inc.
Doug Woolridge, VP Financial Services in North America, is focused on North American retail 
banking, wealth management and fintech companies for EPAM Systems, leveraging its software 
engineering heritage, digital platform and engineering services. Through its unique 'Engineering 
DNA,' EPAM's globally deployed hybrid connect people, optimize experiences, and improve 
people's lives. In 2021, EPAM was added to the S&P 500 and included among the list of Forbes 
Global 2000 companies. Selected by Newsweek as a 2021 Most Loved Workplace, EPAM has been 
recognized as a technology leader by Fortune, Ad Age and Consulting Magazine. EPAM's global 
multi-disciplinary teams serve more than 45 countries across five continents. 

Henry Yu
President, HK Association of Atlantic; Chairman, National U.S. HK Business Association
Henry Yu, a global business executive, retired after 37 years in investment and commercial 
banking. A SunTrust Bank CIB Compliance Task Force member with expertise in compliance, 
multinational lending, cross-border trade finance, domestic and global treasury management, and 
credit administration, Henry formerly held leadership roles at East West Bank, Standard Chartered 
Bank, SunTrust Bank and Fifth Third Bank and PE Fund from Asia. He is currently president of the 
Hong Kong Association of Atlanta, and National U.S. Hong Kong Business Association chair. Yu 
received his BA in Economics from the University of Michigan, and MBA from the University of 
Detroit.
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U.S. Bank
U.S. Bancorp, with nearly 70,000 employees and $567 billion in assets as 
of September 30, 2021, is the parent company of U.S. Bank National 
Association. The Minneapolis-based company is committed to serving its 
millions of retail, business, wealth management, payment, corporate, 
commercial, and investment services customers around the world as a 
trusted financial partner. The company has been recognized for its 
approach to digital innovation, social responsibility, and customer service, 
including being named one of the 2021 World’s Most Ethical Companies 
and Fortune’s most admired superregional bank. Learn more at 
usbank.com/about.
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GoCart
GoCart is a simple, secure and consistent payment account/experience 
that streamlines the purchase process. GoCart recognizes consumers and 
lets them pay quickly on any device - with no passwords, and no long 
forms.

Heartland
Heartland is the point of sale, payments and payroll solution of choice for 
entrepreneurs that need human-centered technology to sell more, keep 
customers coming back and spend less time in the back office. Nearly 
1,000,000 businesses trust us to guide them through market changes and 
technology challenges, so they can stay competitive and focus on building 
remarkable businesses instead of managing the daily grind. Learn more at 
heartland.us

Intel
Here at Intel, we believe in doing something wonderful. And to us, 

wonderful is making technology that can enrich the lives of every person 

on earth. That’s at the heart of our new brand message and identity. 

Because all you need is an idea and Intel Inside to go off and do 

something wonderful. Visit www.intel.com for more information.

https://whova.com/portal/webapp/mpcfr_202108/Exhibitors/149069


mpcevent.com THE CURRENCY OF CHANGE

GOLD

SPONSORS

Aliaswire
Aliaswire is a fintech company based in Boston with a history of 
innovation in payments. The company supports leading financial 
institutions and merchant services providers with bill pay through 
DirectBiller® and small business credit solutions through PayVus®. For 
more information, visit https://www.aliaswire.com/.

Galileo
Galileo is a leading financial technology company whose platform, open 
API technology and proven expertise enable fintechs, emerging and 
established brands to create differentiated financial solutions that 
expand the financial frontier. Galileo removes the complexity from 
payments and financial services innovation by providing flexible, open API 
building blocks and a secure, scalable, future-proof platform. Trusted by 
digital banking heavyweights, early stage innovators and enterprise 
clients alike, Galileo supports issuing physical and virtual payment cards, 
mobile push provisioning and more, across industries and geographies. 
Headquartered in Salt Lake City, Galileo has offices in Mexico City, New 
York City, San Francisco and Seattle.

Kount
Kount, an Equifax Company, delivers real-time fraud prevention and 
account protection to enable personalized customer experiences for 
more than 9,000 leading brands and payment providers. Linked by 
award-winning AI, Kount’s Identity Trust Global Network analyzes signals 
from 32 billion annual interactions to personalize user experiences across 
the spectrum of trust — from ensuring frictionless experiences to 
blocking fraud. Quick and accurate identity trust decisions deliver safe 
payment, account creation, and login events while reducing digital fraud, 
chargebacks, false positives, and manual reviews.
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PAX Technology
PAX Technology, Inc. is one of the largest electronic payment solution 
providers in the world, with 60 million terminals located in over 120 
countries. As a leading global manufacturer of payment solutions, we are 
committed to delivering innovative, high-quality, and secure payment 
solutions to businesses, large and small, worldwide.
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Aava Mobile
Aava Mobile was founded in 2009 in Oulu, Finland to create professional, 
purpose-built computer tablets for POS retail, restaurants, field services 
and other applications mandating high-level durability.  Aava builds 
tablets for both Windows and Android operating systems and has 
become the world market leader in IP 65 rated POS professional tablets 
through its large OEM customers.

Recently, Aava created the Oona Solutions Group focusing on CPoC
contactless payments with its 8” Android tablet. The tablet has a front 
facing NFC antenna for easy and reliable payment transactions.  This 
unique capability is exceptionally attractive for unattended applications, 
drive-thru, line busting, and curbside pickup. 

Aava Mobile is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Pepperl & Fuchs serving 
businesses around the world.

Ankura
Ankura Consulting Group, LLC is an independent global expert services 
and advisory firm that delivers services and end-to-end solutions to help 
clients at critical inflection points related to change, risk, disputes, 
finance, performance, distress, and transformation. The Ankura team 
consists of more than 1,700 professionals serving 3000+ clients across 55 
countries who are leaders in their respective fields and areas of expertise. 
Collaborative lateral thinking, hard-earned experience, expertise, and 
multidisciplinary capabilities drive results and Ankura is unrivaled in its 
ability to assist clients to Protect, Create and Recover Value. For more 
information, please visit, www.ankura.com.

http://www.ankura.com/
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CPI Card Group Inc.
CPI Card Group® is a payment technology company and leading provider 
of credit, debit and prepaid solutions delivered physically, digitally and 
on-demand. CPI® helps our customers foster connections and build their 
brands through innovative and reliable solutions, including financial 
payment cards, personalization, and Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) instant 
issuance.

Deloitte
Deloitte provides industry-leading audit and 
assurance, tax and legal, consulting, financial advisory, and risk 
advisory services to nearly 90% of the Fortune Global 500® and 
thousands of private companies. Our more than 345,000 
professionals deliver measurable and lasting results that help 
reinforce public trust in capital markets, enable clients to 
transform and thrive, and lead the way toward a stronger 
economy, a more equitable society and a sustainable world. 
Building on its 175-plus year history, Deloitte spans more than 
150 countries and territories. Our organization has grown 
tremendously in both scale and capabilities, yet our shared 
culture and mission—to make an impact that matters—remains 
unchanged. This is evident not only in Deloitte’s work for clients, 
but also in our WorldClass ambition, our WorldClimate initiative 
and our ALL IN diversity and inclusion strategy.
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MagTek
Celebrating 50 years! Founded in 1972, MagTek is a leading manufacturer 
of electronic systems for the reliable issuance, reading, transmission and 
security of cards, barcodes, checks, PINs and identification documents. 
Leading with innovation and engineering excellence, MagTek is known for 
quality and dependability. Its products include secure card 
reader/authenticators, Qwantum secure cards, token generators, EMV 
contact, contactless, barcode and NFC reading devices, encrypting check 
scanners, PIN pads and distributed credential personalization systems for 
secure magstripe and EMV enabled cards. These products are used 
worldwide by financial institutions, retailers, payment processors, and 
ISVs to provide secure and efficient data privacy, as well as payment and 
identification transactions.

Today, MagTek continues to innovate. Its MagneSafe® Security 
Architecture leverages strong encryption, secure tokenization, dynamic 
card authentication, and device/host validation enabling users to assess 
the trustworthiness of credentials and terminals used for online 
identification, payment processing, and high-value electronic 
transactions.

MagTek is headquartered in Seal Beach, CA. For more information, please 
visit www.magtek.com.

Merchant Advisory Services
Merchant Advisory Services Offers Essential Payment Solutions & e-
Commerce Tools  to Start Ups & Small Businesses. 

What Sets Merchant Advisory Services Apart From Our Competition Is 
That We Don't Just Offer Solutions But We Advocate For Our Merchants. 

Accept Payments Anytime Anywhere with Merchant Advisory Services  to 
Grow Your Business Sustainably.
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NEXGO
NEXGO offers a one-stop payment solution for hardware and wireless 
needs. As a leading provider of wireless data solutions, NEXGO meets the 
needs of businesses requiring end-to-end device-managed connectivity, 
offering standalone retail and wholesale solutions, as well as a wireless 
value bundle. NEXGO provides affordable and customizable payments 
solutions and wireless communication services that enable businesses 
worldwide to perform payment transactions confidently, securely, and 
efficiently. This effort includes purpose-built terminals that meet EMV 
requirements, provide wireless service, and offer dedicated personalized 
support. For more information, visit http://www.www.nexgo.us/.

Rainbow Secure
Patented & NIST compliant Rainbow Secure is a next gen software 
solution that helps companies manage & secure user identity. It connects 
all business applications & sites with one unified login & enables right 
access at right time for users. It eliminates cyber threats & liability from 
past cyber breaches. For more information, visit 
https://www.rainbowsecure.com/. 

Timeis
We help brave entrepreneurs and high growth companies build Faster 
Payment services by strengthening their banking partnerships and building 
better complaint products. For more information, visit 
https://www.timeis.io/. 

Valutec
Valutec is the leader in providing comprehensive closed-loop, stored 
value, gift card transaction processing and loyalty programs. An industry 
pioneer since 1998, Valutec continues to innovate by incorporating 
leading digital gifting and marketing capabilities. 

Valutec’s all-in-one solution enables you to easily sell gift cards to your 
customers the way they want via mobile, online, social and in-person. 
You’ll create revenue opportunities by helping to increase store traffic, 
lift your brand awareness and promote digital functionality – all while 
building customer loyalty. It’s a smart solution for more rewarding 
results. 
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TABLE ASSIGNMENTS
1      U.S. Bank
2      NEXGO
3      Kount, an Equifax Company
4      CPI Card Group, Inc.
5      VyaPay
6      Wnet
8      Media
9      AMP
10    MagTek
11    PAX Technology
12    Galileo
13    GoCart
14    Heartland
15    Merchant Advisory Services
16    Nationwide Payment Systems
17    Timeis
18    Aava Mobile
19    Valutec
20    Rainbow Secure
21    Deloitte
22    Photon Commerce

EXHIBIT HALL LAYOUT
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EXPO HALL

EXPO HOURS
MONDAY, AUGUST 22
6:10-7:30pm 
Happy Hour Reception
Co-Sponsored by U.S. Bank 
and MMT Magazine Online

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
7-8am
Networking Breakfast
Co-Sponsored by Wnet and 
MMT Magazine Online

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
7:30-8:20am
Networking Breakfast
Sponsored by MMT 
Magazine Online

10-10:25am
Networking Break
Sponsored by Kount, an 
Equifax Company

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
10-10:35am
Networking Break
Sponsored by Heartland

12:25-1:15pm
Networking Lunch
Sponsored by U.S. Bank

3:05-3:50pm
Networking Break
Sponsored by GoCart
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